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Course Outline and Parent Letter

Welcome! This course is designed to satisfy a college freshman composition class.  With this in mind, reading and writing assignments are challenging and engaging.  The AP exam may seem like our end goal –and it is important, however, the ultimate goal is to provide the student with a set of tools with which they can enter thoughtful conversations about local and global issues, hence, the emphasis on nonfiction reading this semester.  Likewise, in entering the conversation, students will need to understand general style and techniques various authors and artists us, as well as, specific rhetorical methods of persuasion authors implement in writing, speaking and visual expression.  Each reading and writing assignment has been chosen to further develop the students ability to claim their stake as a contributing citizen and commanding voice in our society.

Core Texts and Assessments​​​

The semester is broken up into three 6-week grading periods.  Please acquire required texts as soon as possible.

#1 Summer Reading Texts:

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah


-Baseline Essay

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck


-Annotated Works Cited


-Rhetorical Analysis Essay


-Argument Essay

#2  Mc-Graw-Hill Reader (provided)


-supplemental reading

#3  The Crucible by Arthur Miller


-Timed Synthesis Essay

#4  Billy Budd by Herman Melville


-Mini-Essays


-Argument Essay

#5  The Adventures of  Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain


-Persuasive Writing

Independent Reading and Assessments
You are required to read 3  books from the Nonfiction Book List (separate).

Some things you will be asked to do with outside reading might include but are not limited to:  

· logging thoughtful responses to various excerpts into your writing journal.

· giving oral presentations regarding relevant topics from your text.

· creating visual or musical interpretations of important messages.

· researching and recording related information.

· writing persuasive letters to the media.

· reading relevant excerpts for class consideration.

In the NEWS…
Every semester you will be required to bring in one current source article or item (on-line okay) and present it to the class.  The source article or item must be relevant to current class readings.   You will turn in the article with annotated bibliographic information (see format).  

Required Materials
Please reserve a 1”-2” binder or section for English.  

1 ring (50-100) of 3x5 or 4x6 cards for literary terms and vocabulary inventories.

Highlighters and a few folders or pockets are useful.  

A composition book is required for double-entry journals.  Certain materials provided by the teacher should be accessible at all times:

-course outline

-book report outline

-MLA format and Works Cited format

-Rubrics

-Current Unit Materials

All students are advised to hold onto their graded work until the end of the semester.  All graded essays and creative work will be kept in a class portfolio.

GRADING

Weighted Categories:

Writing Element


40%

Reading Journal 


10%

Tests/ Quizzes


20%

Homework



15%

Classwork



15%

*Late work is reduced by 10% of the total possible points if one day late and 50% of the total possible points if two days late or more.

**Late work may be emailed to msstevens@gmail.com for immediate credit. However, the teacher is in no way responsible for emails not received.  The proper way to email a teacher:

email address
Subject: your full name, please print or do not print, essay/assignment

Plagarism
Students who use sources for writing purposes are required to cite according to the MLA handbook.  Any copying of texts from: books, encyclopedias, periodicals, Internet or friends will result in a Fail of the assignment and a discussion as to the appropriate action with parent, principal and advisor.  Additionally, all typed essays will be turned in via www.turnitin.com . 

Tardies, Absences and Behavior
Please see school website and handbook for new policies.  Students with excused absences will be allowed to make up missing assignments.  No unexcused absence will be allowed to make up work.

Low Grades
Students with grades of 69% and lower will be identified at each progress report and recommended to come during lunch or after school to make up work.  Late work made up with a teacher will only be reduced 30%.  Please see current calendar to sign up for an appointment if necessary.  

Parent Permission

In order to enhance the experience of current class topics: complementary literature, short essays, poetry, art, movies and movie excerpts will be shown in class. Some of these items contain explicit language or scenes. Your signature grants the teacher permission to use her discretion to share such items with the students of the class.
Contact Information
Parents are encouraged to contact me with any questions or concerns they may have regarding their child’s progress.  EMAIL is the best way to ensure a timely response.  

msstevens@gmail.com
room# H216   O-House

310.395.3204 x296

Homework and Agenda Blog:  http://www.stevensap.com/
Please fill out the Information Index Card with up-to-date contact information.  Please read and discuss this information with your child so that you both understand the requirements of the class.  Please BOOKMARK my blog on your computer so you are aware of what the class is doing on a daily basis.

THANK YOU.

PARENT SIGNATURE_______________________________

STUDENT NAME__________________________________

STUDENT PERIOD_________________________________

STUDENT SIGNATURE______________________________

QUESTIONS??????
