Billy Budd, Sailor by Herman Melville

Selected Vocabulary List for Chapters 1-9


Alacrity- NOUN:
1. Cheerful willingness; eagerness. 2. Speed or quickness; celerity.

Celerity- NOUN:
 Swiftness of action or motion; speed. See synonyms at haste

Corroborate- VERB:
To strengthen or support with other evidence; make more certain. See synonyms at confirm.

Deference- NOUN:
1. Submission or courteous yielding to the opinion, wishes, or judgment of another. 2. Courteous respect.

Equivocal-ADJECTIVE:
1. Open to two or more interpretations and often intended to mislead; ambiguous. See synonyms at ambiguous. 2. Of uncertain significance. 3. Of a doubtful or uncertain nature.

Insolent-ADJECTIVE:
1. Presumptuous and insulting in manner or speech; arrogant. 2. Audaciously rude or disrespectful; impertinent.

Intractable-ADJECTIVE:
1. Difficult to manage or govern; stubborn. See synonyms at unruly. 2. Difficult to mold or manipulate: intractable materials. 3. Difficult to alleviate, remedy, or cure: intractable pain.

Irascible-ADJECTIVE:
1. Prone to outbursts of temper; easily angered. 2. Characterized by or resulting from anger.

Laconic- ADJECTIVE:
 Using or marked by the use of few words; terse or concise.

Pithy- Adjective1. Precisely meaningful; forceful and brief: a pithy comment.

Prosaic-ADJECTIVE:
1a. Consisting or characteristic of prose. b. Matter-of-fact; straightforward. 2. Lacking in imagination and spirit; dull.

Proselytize- VERB:
1. To induce someone to convert to one's own religious faith. 2. To induce someone to join one's own political party or to espouse one's doctrine.

Pugnacious-ADJECTIVE:
 Combative in nature; belligerent; bellicose.

Resolute-ADJECTIVE:
 Firm or determined; unwavering.

Sagacious-ADJECTIVE:
 Having or showing keen discernment, sound judgment, and farsightedness.

Vicissitude- NOUN:
1a. A change or variation. b. The quality of being changeable; mutability. 2. One of the sudden or unexpected changes or shifts often encountered in one's life, activities, or surroundings. Often used in the plural.

INVENTORY

	I have never heard/seen this word before:


	I have heard/seen this word before:

	I understand this word when in context:


	I know this word and use it:


                                                   A silly rhyme I just made up with 5 of these words:

