MC CARTHY HEARINGS

Senator Joseph R. McCarthy - Wisconsin

"McCarthyism, the Fight for America"

1)  The practice of making public and sensational accusations of disloyalty or curruption, usually with little or no proof or with doubtful evidence.

2)  The practice of conducting inquisitional investigations, ostensibly to expose pro-communist activity.

Charges by McCarthy that communist traitors and their sympathizers were numerous and deeply entrenched in places of responsibility and authority in the US Government.

1920's - Bolshevik Revolution


Marx and Lenin -> Communism

1938 - House Committee on Un-American Activities

WWII - US fought with USSR against Germany


Expansion of Soviet Influence

1950 - Red Scare


McCarthy began


Had the press in his hands

1951 - Rosenbergs sentenced to death


First to die in the electric chair

1954 - Climax of McCarthyism


McCarthy censored by Select Committee

Elia Kazan - Director of On the Waterfront

Joined Communist Party


1940's - Directed plays by Arthur Miller

Arthur Miller - Worked on The Hook in early 1950's (Precursor to View from the Bridge)


Abandoned the script at the beginning of the McCarthy Hearings

1952 - Kazan admitted party membership


Named Miller as a Communist sympathizer

1953 - Miller wrote The Crucible which represented the McCarthy Hearings as a Salem


Witch Hunt

1954 - Kazan produced On the Waterfront as an act of self-justification

1955 - Miller wrote A View from the Bridge
