Analyzing Rhetorical Situations


Rhetorical situations contain several elements, elements that we must think about as we read and write –if we want our writing to succeed with our readers or if we want to be able to evaluate how well the writing of others succeeds.  These elements include

1. the purpose or occasion for writing;

2. the audience for whom the writing is done;

3. the persona of “voice” of the writer;

4. the message or argument of the writing.

Together these elements make up the rhetorical square, and each is necessary to the whole:

audience




persona






purpose   

argument

The four questions you should consider when you are reading someone else’s writing and need to understand that writer’s rhetorical situation are these:

1. What is the writer’s purpose?  What need or occasion is causing her to write?

2. What audience does the writer envision?  What assumptions does she make about that audience?

3. What persona is the writer assuming?  Does she project an authentic voice?

4. What is the writer’s voice or message?

Instructions:

First, define each item from the rhetorical square.  What is  

Persona-

Audience-

Purpose-

Argument-

Second, consider the item in front of you (advertisement, article, essay, etc) and note all of the characteristics as they fall under each category of persona, audience, purpose and argument.  Do this on the inside of the box. Many characteristics overlap and it is helpful to record everything you notice and worry about organizing it later.   

Lastly, articulate in complete sentences the intended persona, audience, purpose and argument of the piece.  Do this on the outside of the box.  Use the characteristics from the inside of the box as evidence for your statements on the outside of the box.   
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